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WHO IS CONSIDERED AN
INTERNATIONAL APPLICANT?

9.1 AN INTERNATIONAL APPLICANT IS A PERSON WHO IS NOT A CITIZEN

OR 

PERMANENT RESIDENT OF SOUTH AFRICA, 

OR 

A REFUGEE/ASYLUM SEEKER WITH A PERMIT ALLOWING STUDY.



WHERE DO I SEND MY APPLICATION
AS AN INTERNATIONAL APPLICANT?

IF YOU ARE APPLYING FOR SHORT-TERM STUDY, APPLY DIRECTLY TO

THE INSTITUTION.

IF YOU ARE APPLYING TO UKZN ONLY, APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE

INSTITUTION.

FOR OTHER INSTITUTIONS AND CHOICES AT MORE THAN ONE

INSTITUTION, APPLY THROUGH THE CAO AT WWW.CAO.AC.ZA 

http://www.cao.ac.za/


YOU MAY APPLY TO THE CAO IF YOU WISH TO STUDY AT DUT, UNIZUL

AND MUT. FOLLOW THE PROCESS TO APPLY ONLINE.

IF YOU WISH TO APPLY TO UKZN, APPLY DIRECTLY TO THE

INSTITUTION.

DUT AND UKZN DO NOT ACCEPT INTERNATIONAL APPLICANTS INTO

THEIR ACCESS PROGRAMMES. 

APPLICATIONS TO STUDY MEDICINE AT UKZN ARE CONSIDERED ONLY

FROM CITIZENS OF LESOTHO AND MAURITIUS AND APPLICANTS MUST

APPLY VIA THEIR GOVERNMENTS. 

YOU WILL REQUIRE A STUDY PERMIT IF YOU WISH TO COME TO SOUTH

AFRICA TO STUDY. THIS DOES NOT APPLY TO DISTANCE LEARNING

STUDENTS WHO STUDY IN THEIR HOME COUNTRIES. 

ONCE YOU HAVE A LETTER OFFERING YOU A PLACE FROM THE

FURTHER OR HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION, YOU CAN APPLY TO

THE SOUTH AFRICAN EMBASSY, HIGH COMMISSION, CONSULATE OR

TRADE OFFICE FOR YOUR STUDY PERMIT. THE PERMIT APPLICATION

WILL TAKE UP TO EIGHT WEEKS TO BE PROCESSED. 

ACCEPTANCE BY AN INSTITUTION DOES NOT PLACE ANY OBLIGATION

ON THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT TO ISSUE OR RENEW STUDY

PERMITS. DO NOT LEAVE HOME BEFORE YOUR STUDY PERMIT IS

GRANTED – YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO STUDY ON A VISITOR’S

PERMIT. YOU CANNOT APPLY FOR YOUR FIRST PERMIT AFTER YOU

ARRIVE IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

PEOPLE WHO ARE IN SOUTH AFRICA FOR STUDY PURPOSES ARE NOT

ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENSHIP. 

REFUGEE AND ASYLUM SEEKER APPLICANTS REQUIRE

DOCUMENTATION FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS

GRANTING PERMISSION TO STUDY IN SOUTH AFRICA.

HOW DO I APPLY AS AN
INTERNATIONAL APPLICANT?


